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Introduction 
This booklet is an attempt to aid in Scripture memorization by understanding more than by 
repetition. As such, you are encouraged to spend time thinking about the text so that you see the 
natural flow of ideas. As your understanding increases, it is put to the test as you transcribe the text. 
When you struggle to remember something, don’t check the passage immediately. Take some time 
to try and remember and, if you can’t, simply move on. You will learn more by writing all that you 
remember and then going back in to refill those holes than you will by filling them in as you go along.


1. Read the section interrogatively. This is the most important step, and you might return to it after 
completing later steps. Arrive at an understanding of why Paul put each sentence in their 
sequence. To this end, some of the interpretative decisions have been made for you since I have 
already sectioned off the text in a particular outline. I hope it is helpful, and you are free to 
disagree with my analysis.  

2. Mark the text itself as you come to some conclusion about how Paul has structured his thoughts. 
Get your thoughts onto the text so that you can see them.  

3. Reproduce, from memory, the basic sequence of the section. Do this however makes the most 
sense to you. Check your work and fill in the holes until you can reproduce it accurately from a 
place of understanding, not merely repetition.  

4. With the structure of the section in mind, reproduce the section word-for-word. 

5. Come to a place of genuine mastery. String all the sections of the passage together, or start from 
a random place and continue to a random stopping point. Because you understand the passage 
as a whole, and each section that makes up the passage, you are able to call to mind any part of 
any length with accuracy. 


This booklet is designed with electronic tablets in mind. I inserted one blank page after each section 
so that the outline of a text, or the text word-for-word, can be written out and erased as necessary. If 
you decide to print the booklet instead, insert blank pages as necessary, or pair the booklet with 
your preferred notepad. 


As a way to orient you in the passage, I offer the following. 1 Corinthians 13 interrupts a debate over 
spiritual gifts with a soaring vision of the “more excellent way”—love. Here is the essential character 
of those who have learned from Jesus how to live in the kingdom of God. Tongues, prophecy, 
knowledge, generosity, even martyrdom, are worthless if not entered into with a posture of love (vv. 
1–3). Paul also explains the essential character of love (vv. 4–7). It is important not to reverse the 
order here. One does not become more loving by being more patient, or by not keeping a record of 
wrongs. Love is not a composite of the features Paul lists. Rather, these are the natural outflow of 
love. To become more loving, then, one should just focus on cultivating love itself. The rest comes as 
a consequence. Finally, Paul contrasts the enduring nature of love with the temporary nature of the 
gifts (vv. 8–13). Love is the very substance of the Christian life, greater even than faith and hope, 
because it mirrors the self-giving nature of the God who is love. As you memorize this passage, look 
for how God can re-form your inner being so that it conforms to the vision of life this chapter reveals. 
What would your relationships look like if this kind of love were the default mode of your life?  



1. The Primacy of Love 13:1–3 
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I 

am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 


And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and 

all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 

but have not love, I am nothing. 


And if I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be 

burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 






2. The Outworking of Love 13:4–7 
And Love is patient and kind; 


love does not envy or boast; 


it is not arrogant or rude. 


It does not insist on its own way; 


it is not irritable or resentful; 


it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 


Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 

all things.






3. The Endurance of Love 13:8–13 
And Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as 

for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 

For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the perfect 

comes, the partial will pass away. When I was a child, I spoke like 

a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 

became a man, I gave up childish ways. For now we see in a mirror 

dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know 

fully, even as I have been fully known. 


So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of 

these is love. 
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